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It’s the beginning of a new year!  Can you believe it—2012 has come and gone.  And this new year is going to be great.  In 
worship, in the months of January and February we are going talk about making a fresh start, opening ourselves up to all 
that God has in store for us in this new, exciting and promising year.  What are some resolutions or goals that you have set 
for yourself or for your family this year?  I hope one resolution we will all make is to be an active part of a group of people 
who strive to make a difference in the world—Tomahawk Baptist Church.  Whether you attended one Sunday or fifty-two 
Sundays last year, I hope that it will be a priority in your life to be a part of something that can change not only your heart 
and mind, but something that can change the community and the world as well.  Come and be a part of the church, and then, 
learn to BE THE CHURCH when you’re not even here.   

That’s right!  We can “Be the Church” even outside the church walls.  It’s a slogan that we’ve been tossing around for a few 
months now, but this year it is one of my resolutions to help Tomahawk realize the huge difference it can make in our com-
munity by taking the “church” outside its walls. So, just what do I mean when I say that we will learn how to “Be the 
Church?” 

Every fifth Sunday (every time there is a fifth Sunday in a month, which works out to be about once every three months) we 
will have a different kind of worship service.  You’ll notice on fifth Sundays, or “Be the Church” Sundays, that we’ll wear 
casual clothing.  You’ll be invited to bring canned foods with you to Sunday School or worship.  And, the worship service on 
our “Be the Church” Sundays will be intentionally shorter.  Why, you might ask?  The goal of our worship experience on 
those Sundays is to help the congregation to leave our church building and go out and do some type of mission project.  We’ll 
come to Sunday School and worship and get out a little early so that we can have those few extra minutes to think of some-
thing we might be able to do in the way of mission work when we leave the church.  The casual dress on those Sundays is to 
help facilitate mission work being done as soon as we leave the building.  We won’t have to go home and change clothes to 
get out and work. 

Here are a few examples of ways that we can “Be the Church” on those fifth Sundays.  Perhaps you can take one of these 
ideas or come up with one of your own to be ready for a fifth Sunday.   

 Offer to clean up a senior church member’s yard. 
 Visit someone in the church who can’t get out of their home anymore. 
 Take lunch to someone in the church who is sick. 
 Offer to do a fix-it project around the church. 
 Volunteer at a local senior center for an hour or two. 
 Offer to pay for a fast food meal or a coffee for the person in line behind you. 
 Offer free childcare to a single parent or couple who needs some time to themselves. 
 Invite someone you live near or work with to come to church with you next Sunday. 
 Call up someone with whom you haven’t spoken in a while, just to let them know you are thinking about them. 
 Offer a prayer of blessing for your server the next time you eat at a restaurant. 

Our next “Be the Church” Sunday will be June 30.  (Easter Sunday falls on a fifth Sunday this year, and you are certainly en-
couraged to “Be the Church” on that day, but our worship service will not be a typical fifth Sunday service.) 

I hope that we can strive to be God’s church not only on these designated Sundays, but every day of the year.  As Christians 
we are called to share God’s love with everyone we meet.  The church is God’s method of getting the word out!   

This new year is full of possibilities for us as a congregation to change the world with the love of God.  I look forward to see-
ing all that God wants to do in and through us as a congregation during 2013.     

Blessings to you! 

Family Sought for "Ministry House" 

Middle District Baptist Association is accepting applications for an under-resourced family to purchase a "ministry house" 
in western Powhatan.  Similar to a Habitat for Humanity home, the Ministry House will be built by church volunteers from 
Middle District.  Application forms are located on the MDBA website: MDBA.org.  Construction will begin upon securing an 
approved family. 



Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Bible Study  
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
 8:00 Hand bells 

 

Children’s Choirs meet from 6:15—7:00 p.m. The age divisions 
will be as following: 
  

  Littlest Angels:   Ages 2-3 
  Leader:  Mindy Stout and Rhea Ziesmer 
 

  Cherubs:   Ages 4-1st Grade 
  Leaders: Crystal Breedlove, Jennifer  
  Blankenship 
  

  Choral Kids:  Grades 2-5 
  Leaders: Laura Easton, Chris Schardt,  
  Jeanie Billings 
 

Children’s Mission Groups  meet at 7:00 p.m.  These groups are 
a great way for children to get engaged in ministry both locally, 
and around the world.  Our children’s mission groups participate 
in projects monthly, and help bring awareness of local needs to 
our congregation.  
 

  Mission Friends:  Ages 3-Kindergarten 
  Leaders: Rochelle & Pete Zangardi 
 

  Children in Action (CIA):  Grades 1-5 
  Leaders:  Christie Hamlett, Betsy Harrell 
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 Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for January—February 

January 30:           Adults: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes,          
                                Green Peas  
  Minestrone                Assorted Desserts 
           Children: BBQ on Bun, Chips 
 
February 6: Adults: Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Green        
  Beans 
  Brunswick Stew  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: French Bread Pizza, Chips 
 
February 13:  BBQ Ribs, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans  
                                Tomato Soup  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Grilled Cheese, Chips 
 
February 20: Adults: Chicken Cordon Bleu, Au Gratin  
  Potatoes, Mixed Greens 
  Chili   Assorted Desserts
  Children: Grilled Hot Dogs , Chips 
 
February 27:  Adults: Baked Pork Chops, Scalloped  
  Potatoes, Broccoli 
  Vegetable Soup  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: BLT, Chips 

From the Church Office… 

 Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday,  
 9:00am—2:30pm  
 Please sign up for Wednesday Night  
  Dinner by Monday afternoon.   
 Call the church office:  744-2044 
 Please have any submissions for the monthly newslet-

ter into the office by the 15th of the month prior to pub-
lication.   

 The following individuals or committee  have mailbox-
es in the Sunday school office: 

 Music   Missions 
 Budget   Earl Cheatham 
 Deacons  Ralph Dillard 
 VBS   Golden Circle 
 Guys & Dolls  Church Clerk 
 Scholarship 
        Please check your boxes on a regular basis. There may         
        be time sensitive material.  
 In the coming weeks, I will be distributing Member Re-

quest for Information  forms.  This will help me make 
sure we have the most accurate information in the sys-
tem. These will be distributed as bulletin inserts and 
through Sunday school. More information will follow.  

 There are still a few people that have not picked up 
their offering envelopes. They are in the office. 

PRAYER and learning to become A Praying  
Congregation 

 
Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study  6:15-7:00pm 

January 16-February 27 (6 week study) 
Led by Krista Manuel   Book Cost: $10 

 
STUDY TOPICS: 

Week 1: Introduction and Holy Listening 

Week 2: Beliefs About Prayer / Everything is a Prayer 

Week 3: God is Everywhere: Divine Intention and Interaction 

Week 4: Methods of Prayer, part 1
(Intercessory, Gratitude, Musical prayers) 

Week 5: Methods of Prayer, part 2 
(Contemplative, Centering, Lectio Divina) 

Week 6: Renewing Your Spirit  



Children’s Ministry  
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Saturday, Feb. 9th : 5-7:30pm   

Parent’s Night Out! 

Free Games, Crafts, snack & a movie for the kids! 

(Free time for a date night for parents!) 
 

March 24-29th:  

Holy Week Family Prayer Experience 

Come experience different forms of contemplative 

prayer. 

Hands-on stations are for families to experience to-

gether! 
 

Saturday, March 30th: 10:30am   

Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

Saturday, April 20th: 10:00am   

“DIG INTO SPRING!” 

Come as a family to plant flowers around our church 

and make it beautiful for spring! 
 

Sunday, May 5th:  Cinco de Mayo Family PARTY!!! 
 

Sunday, June 9th: 3:00 pm 

WIPE OUT! Water Olympics & End of School BLAST! 

Tons of wet, wild and wonderful fun!!!  Come dressed 

to get WET! 
 

July:  VBS!!!!! 

Family & Children’s Ministry Spring 
Calendar of Events Protect your health by finding out your risk of having a 

stroke by participating in the Life Line Screening that will be 
at Tomahawk Baptist Church on Tuesday, February 26, 
2013.  Through ultrasound, the carotid arteries can be eval-
uated for the buildup of fatty plaque, which is the leading 
cause of stroke. Register today for the Stroke, Vascular & 
Heart Rhythm package by either calling the special Helping 
Hands registration number or by signing up thru the provid-
ed registration sheet (available on the flyers).  By signing 
up for this health event, not only will you be able to re-
ceive $10 off any package of $139 or more, 
but Tomahawk Baptist Church will also receive a 
$10 donation for every member who signs up and at-
tends this Life Line Screening event.  The Stroke, Vascular 
& Heart Rhythm Package includes four screenings: carotid 
artery, abdominal aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial dis-
ease and atrial fibrillation.   To schedule your appointment 
and to receive this special offer, please sign up on the flyers 
provided by Tomahawk Baptist Church or by calling the des-
ignated Helping Hands number at: 1-800-324-9458.  You 
may also sign up online by visiting 
www.helpinghandsforhealth.com.   Join in the fight against 
vascular disease!  

Will it hurt? No. We use Doppler, color flow ultrasound, 
which is painless and considered the gold standard in uncov-
ering early stroke and vascular disease. It is the same equip-
ment commonly used on pregnant women.  
  
How accurate are results? Very. We've been classified as 
hospital-grade and state of the art.  
  
How old should someone be to get a baseline test? 40 
with family history. All those over 50 should be screened so if 
there are findings, they can get under their doctor's care and 
receive treatment as early as possible. 
  
Please see Ruth Roberson for a flyer or more information. We would like to thank 

you, our church family, for 
the generous love gift in 
December. It is such a 
blessing to be part of such 

a thoughtful and caring congregation.  Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated.  
~ Mary, Thomas, Krista, John Mark, Susanna and Rhea 
 
I would like to thank the members of Tomahawk for their 
kindness and generosity this past holiday season.  The love 
gift was a much welcome and appreciated gift.  My own 
church secretary told me how much I was going to love work-
ing here. She said I would have a second church family—and I 
do.  Thank you so much for welcoming me as you have. 
 ~ Jeanette 

We Welcome New Members 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark and Linda Saunders 
Joined December 12, 2012 

 
John Mark Skammer and Jackie Winn 

Joined January 20, 2013 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children+borders&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NI68dQ-5mb8f_M&tbnid=Ay21VQ11jd030M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartof.com%2Fportfolio%2Fbnpdesignstudio%2Fillustration%2Fborder-of-doodled-children-and-dot
http://www.helpinghandsforhealth.com
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Ring.  Ring.  (pause)  Ring.  Ring.  “John Mark, answer it!”   
 

For a few weeks during our youth Time in the Tent on Wednesday nights, I have neglected to silence my cell phone.  And of 
course, when we don’t want it to, it rings.  Not recognizing the number, feeling slightly embarrassed, and being frustrated 
that it interrupted my creative, relevant, life-changing lesson, I did exactly what any good youth leader would do.  I answered 
it….on speaker mode.  We laughed, smiled, and got a giggle out of talking to the nice lady at Comcast who was calling to get 
me to upgrade my plan (of which she did not succeed).  I’m sure she doesn’t get many calls from a group of giggly teenagers 
on speaker phone talking about television and movies.  It was like TBS, ‘very funny’.  Then, the next week at the same time, 
ring….ring.  This time it wasn’t the Comcast lady, another telemarketer; but he wasn’t quite as fun.  Another time one of our 
youth had a delightful conversation with my mother who happened to call in the middle of our lesson.  It has become a bit of 
a joke on Wednesday nights about who might call.   
 

Truth is, God is calling.  However, many times we get interrupted, stray off the path, aren’t listening, or seeking something 
else when He calls.  And other times, we hear Him loud and clear, praise Him for the marvelous and wondrous things He has 
in store for us!  Wherever we are in recognizing His voice, as we dive into 2013 let’s listen for His call.  May we seek the Au-
thor of the Story, listen to His Words, and call out to Him.   
 

Dialing up our living, powerful, and merciful God, let’s stand firm on the foundation He has given us already in HiStory.  As we 
continue to follow the script as closely as we can, this semester we will seek to Show and Tell of the great Story.  God, the 
creative Author of it all, is not only calling us, but listening, waiting, answering, and guiding us.  He tells the prophet Jeremiah 
to seek after Him and to Show and Tell.  God says to Jeremiah, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and un-
searchable things you do not know.”  (Jeremiah 33:3), may we enter 2013 calling out to Him, listening to His voice, and open-
ing the “book” to Show and Tell of His great and unsearchable things!   
 

It’s time to Show and Tell here at Tomahawk each week on Sunday mornings for Sunday school (beginning at 9:50 in the 
fellowship hall), Sunday nights at GROUP (6 to 7:30), and Wednesday nights for youth choir and discipleship.   Also, make 
sure you mark your calendars for the following special events: 

Youth GROUP, starts back on January 20….Show and Tell – bring something! 
Super Bowl Party, Feb. 3 (location TBA) 
Parent/Youth Gathering, Sunday, February 17, 6:00 to 7:30 (get ready….Sadie Hawkins dance….more information to 

come!) 
 

Ring.  Ring.  (pause).  Ring.  Ring.  Well, are you going to answer? 

From Your Youth Pastor 

We have several opportunities coming up for you to grow in your relationship with God and each other.  Please plan to join 
us for some or all of them.  If you have questions, please let me know. 
Grace and peace to you in our shared journey,  ~Thomas 
 

Ash Wednesday – February 13, 6:15pm 
Please join us in the chapel for a contemplative worship experience and the imposition of ashes as we enter into the season 
of Lent.   
 

“Our Spiritual DNA” 
Sundays at 9:50am, February 17-March 10 
Each winter we explore and celebrate an aspect of our Baptist heritage.  This year, the focus will be a little different: we will 
look specifically at the “spiritual DNA” of Tomahawk Baptist Church.  We’ll examine some of the key events in our church’s 
history that have shaped us, including the role of religious liberty in the founding of the church, and how we have responded 
to the needs of a changing community.  We will also discuss how understanding who we have been can inform who God is 
calling us to be today in this place.  Please join us during the Sunday School hour for this multigenerational study  
opportunity.   
 

“Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition” 
This March we will be offering another home-based small group opportunity, exploring the traditional practice of Christian 
hospitality.  Be on the lookout for more information! 

From Your Associate Pastor 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Donna Bright 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Annie Mae Emerson Davis 
Ed Hamlett 
Cindy Hodges 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Lois Parsons 
Tommy Skinner 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 
 

Serving in the Military 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq  
Kenny Tarrant  
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if you 
need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

January    February 
Amy Dixon—717-9990  Susan Cheatham—561-0906 
Bryan McCarter—477-3747 Jason Swoap—639-7312 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Our yarn workers have generated much en-
thusiasm in the group and they continue to 
meet every Monday . The meeting time will 
be 10:30 -12:30 EXCEPT on the Mondays 

that the Guys and Dolls meet.  We will keep the time at 9:30 
to 10:30 on those Mondays.   

Many have asked how they can help with supplies. We have 
posted guidelines on the Guys and Dolls bulletin board. 
There are specifics on yarn types and colors. Gift cards to 
purchase yarn are also welcome and appreciated. The Pray-
er Shawl Ministry has plans to start and maintain a scrap-
book of it’s activities. A book and some supplies are availa-
ble. However, we are in need of a SCRAPBOOK EXPERT. At-
tendance at the prayer shawl meetings is not required.  

Call Sherry Graves if interested or with any questions. 
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Facts & Figures as of January 20, 2013 

Offering   $5,355.02    Received to Date    $19,672.02 
Weekly   $8,967.47       Required to Date    $26,902.41 
Budget     $466,308.70   

Needed to Match Budget     $7,230.39 
Three weeks into the new year and we are already falling be-
hind in our giving. Let’s each do our part and remember our 

pledges.  
S.S. Attendance  111         Worship Service  155 

 

Anyone making a payment for our Debt Retirement, please clearly 
mark your check and  offering envelope “Debt Retirement” so they will 
be posted correctly.  

Inclement Weather Policy 

As winter and inclement weather approach, the safe-
ty of our congregation is our priority.  In the event of 

inclement weather, we will place announcements about service 
cancellations on the website, church voice mail, Facebook, and 
on Channel 12.   

Guys and Dolls 

Guys & Dolls offers Chair Exercises. 

Monday, January 28 at 10:30a.m. 

Joan Shifflett of "Always Best Care", Rich-
mond, South office,  along with some oth-
er health providers, will collectively provide some education 
and demonstrations of exercises and simple tests  to either 
maintain or improve strength and flexibility.  These examples 
can be done in your home.  Individual needs will also be ad-
dressed.  Start your New Year off with a goal of positive 
change.      THIS WILL BE FUN, TOO !! 

Stay and have a homemade lunch with us. Cost is $4:00. 

 

February 25 at 10:30a.m. 

Guys and Dolls”   presents “History of Rock and Roll” 

TONY BOOTH, one of Richmond’s  top on-air personalities 
and after dinner speakers. He can be heard each weekday 
afternoon on BIG OLDIES 107.3 Radio.  He teaches “History of 
Rock and Roll” at the University of Richmond and he’s com-
ing to Tomahawk Church! 

 

Tony Booth was 13 years old when he started working in 
radio in Paris, Texas. He has worked on-air at top radio sta-
tions in Dallas, Phoenix, Los Angeles, Pittsburg and others. In 
the military, he hosted “Good Morning, Korea” for two years. 
Recently, he and Adrian Cronauer whom Robin Williams por-
trayed in “Good Morning, Vietnam” presented a lecture on 
“Radio During War” at the Virginia War Memorial. He also 
writes a monthly column in the “50-Plus” magazine, among 
many other credits. 

Stay and have a homemade lunch with us. Cost is $4:00. 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 
 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

John Mark Skammer, Minister to Youth 

Susanna Carson  Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel, Ministry Intern to Children and Families 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

2013 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

Youth Super Bowl 

Party 

4 

Prayer Shawls 10:30a.m. 

5 6 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30p.m. 

7 8 9 

Children’s Ministry 

Parent’s Night Out 

10 

 

Youth GROUP 

11 

Prayer Shawls 10:30a.m. 

12 13 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30p.m. 

14 15 16 

17 

Baptist Heritage  

Emphasis Begins 

“Spiritual DNA” 

Parent/Youth Event 

6:00p.m. 

18 

Prayer Shawls 10:30a.m. 

Guys and Dolls  

Planning 10:30a.m. 

19 20 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30p.m. 

21 22 23 

24 

“Spiritual DNA” 

Youth GROUP 

6:00p.m. 

25 

Prayer Shawls 9:30a.m. 

Guys & Dolls 10:30a.m. 

26 

Life Line 

Screening 

27 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30p.m. 

28   


